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across the country to Black Hawk’s camp, on the head-
waters of the Rock River. Paquette wanted a party of
‘Winnebagoes to go with him as guides. He sent Nahhee-
sanchonka (Man Who Thinks Himself of Importance) into
the camp to get volunteers. Nahheesanchonka told us that
if we would go into the war we would make a name for
ourselves, and get presents; also win the good opinion of
White Beaver, and the Big Father at Washington. But
there was still among us a strong feeling of friendliness
toward the Sacs. This feeling was of friehdly pity, not
a desire to help them fight. So only six young men,
none of them chiefs, went with Paquette as guides.
Of these were Pawnee (Pania Blanc), Nahheesanchonka,
Notsookega (Bear that Breaks up the Brush), Ahmegunka,
and Tahnichseeka (The Smoker). As I think again, per-
haps White Crow went with Paquette on this expedition,
but of this I am not sure.! Anyway, White Crow fought
on the American side, at the Sauk bluffs [July 21, 1832].

The return of Paquette’s party, a week or so later, told
us of the defeat at the Sauk bluffs. We heard that those
Sacs who had escaped the white bullets had crossed the
Wisconsin River in a body. There was now great excite-
ment in our camp. We feared that Black Hawk, thinking
us now to be his enemies, would turn up the river and at-
tack us at Portage. Our sympathies were strongly with
the whites. Our trading interests were with them, and we
were bound to them by treaties. Yet we did not like to be
fighting old neighbors like the Sacs. Some of our people
wanted to move out of the way, but others wanted to stand
ground against Black Hawk. And thus we argued the mat-
ter between ourselves, till the danger was passed. Black
Hawk fled before White Beaver, on his way to the Bad Ax.
Two men from our camp went as guides to White Beaver,
on this chase. They were Nahreechsecochkeshica (Lame
Ankle) and Mahheenibahka (Double Knife). These were
the only guides that White Beaver had.

*All white narrators agree that he was with Paquette’s party. — Ep.



